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DANIEL VI. 21. 
Then ſaid DANIEL unto the King. 
« RING, LIVE FOR EVER!” 


NN 


C 


HE ſacred writings are ſo replete with 
inſtruction, that they extend their ſalu- 
tary influence to every poſſible circum- 


ſtance of human life: whether we conſider man 


in his public and ſocial, or in his private and per- 
ſonal capacity, the commandments are ſo ex- 
ceeding broad, as to comprize every thing ne- 
ceflary for his direction, reproof or conſolation 
Nay, there are few paſſages in the Scriptures, 
however minute and trivial they may ſeem to the 
haſty glances of a ſuperficial reader, but what, 
upon a cloſer inſpection, may be properly applied 
and uſefully improved. 


Tr1s obſervation, we preſume, is exemplified 
in the words of the text; which may be repeated 
by every worthy Briton without any other im- 
propriety, than what ariſes from the various 
modes of language, in which different nations 
expreſs their ſentiments: tho' they appear too 
warm and lofty for the colder Genius of the 
Weft, yet the ſentiment they contain, is con- 
veyed to us with a peculiar emphaſis, thro” the 
late indiſpoſition of our moſt excellent Sove- 
reign; (which directed our thoughts to this ſub- 
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ject; and which we ſhould have inſiſted upon 
much ſooner, had we not been deeply engaged 
in ſome important affairs +, of which You are 
not ig norant) when every loyal honeſt breaſt 
was filled with-anxiety and grief ; and the fer- 
vent prayers of Millions aſcended to the throne 
of mercy for his recovery. For my own part, 
upon a view of our national circumſtances, I 
trembled at the apparent conſequences, and 
ſhuddered at the impending ruin: my heart ſunk 
within me, while I apprehended, that the Light 
and Life of Britain was in danger of being ex- 
tinguiſhed at ſo critical a juncture: I ſilently la- 
mented the deplorable ſituation, to which my 
beloved country would then have been reduced ; 
I took up the words of the Prophet, and with 
the warmeſt emotion, I ſaid, O Kine, LIVI 
FOR EVER | 


You will permit me, to make ſome remarks 
upon the words—and to illuſtrate their rational 
e and intention. 


. From the words we may take occaſion to re- 
mark, 


; L Taz boldneſs and ſublimity of the ſtyle, 
that was uſed by the nations of the Eaſt. 


THEIR 


nt Viz. in aſfing the Recruiting Officers of Col. Mon- 
iment; in which ſervice, as the author was ſo ſuc- 
jo he thinks both his time and money were well ex- 


pendel. 
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ain deſcriptions are very lively and ani- 
mated ; their figures are ſtrong and lofty ; their 
expreſſions ſtriking and full of energy; nume- 
rous examples of which might be produced from 
the Scriptures. There the beaſts of the field 
are introduced as ſpeaking human language ; 
even the very trees and brambles are aſſembled in 
council, to chuſe them a king: if the refreſhing 
and exhilarating nature of wine is to be pointed 
out, then it is ſaid, to chear both God and man: 
and to ſet forth the perfect eaſe and facility 
where with the Divine Pow ER governs all things, 
inanimate nature is repreſented, as tho* it were 
indued with ſenſe and activity; and is, therefore, 
ſaid, to fulfil the commandment of GOD, and to 
bearken to the voice of his word. The lightnings 
alſo ſay unto him, here are we: and the various 
tribes of animals are elegantly deſcribed, as 
crying unto G OD, and looking up unto him, 
that he may give them their food in due ſeaſon. 


Many ſimilar paſſages, if it were neceſſary, 
might be cited, where there is the ſame boldneſs 
of figure and majeſty of expreſſion ; which are 
not to be excelled, nor even equalled by the beſt 
productions of thoſe admired poets, which have 
been ſo greatly celebrated. Whoever gives the 
SACRED PAGES an attentive peruſal, will plainly 


diſcern, that the language of the Eaſt was more. 


figurative, animated, hyperbolical, and full of 
imagery, than the modern phraſeology of the 
N the lively warmth of their fancies, and 
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(6) 
the. impetuous fervor of their imaginations was 
transfuſed. into their diſcourſe and compoſitions ; 
to which we are. indebted for ſo many moral 
fables allegories and parables, of exquiſite beauty 


and inimitable delicacy. No wonder then that 
we find them addreſſing their monarchs in ſuch 


an exalted ſtrain as, O Kine, LIVE FOR EVER! 


II. Wr may remark what warm expreſſions 


af loyalty and dutiful affection were tendered to 
the monarchs of the Eaſt. 


Txz perſons of princes have been generally 
accounted ſacred ; great reverence hath been 
paid them; and a veneration is undoubtedly due 


to the dignity and importance of their ſtation. 


This reſpect riſes, or at leaſt ought to riſe in 
proportion to the excellency of their government: 
and if ſo, we know full well, to whom we owe 
all the zealous loyalty, duty, affection and ſer- 
vice, that we can poſſibly pay, TO with 
our characters and- ſtations. 


Ir muſt indeed be allowed, that the Eaſtern 
nations (as well as many others in thoſe early 
ages) carried this regard for their princes beyond 


all the bounds of reaſon; they even paid them 


divine honours, and thereby became guilty of 
moſt groſs idolatry. But have no nations of the 
Weſt given into the contrary extreme? Are all 
the inhabitants of theſe kingdoms clear from any 
ſuch imputation? Have not ſome of them de- 
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ſpiſed dominion, ſpoken evil of dignities, and poured 
out contempt on the heads of thoſe princes, who 
have never in the leaſt deferved ſuch treatment 
at their hands ? Have not ſome fomented, and 
others riſen up in, unnatural rebellions, againſt 
princes, who have always made the laws of the 
land the invariable rule of their government— 
who were an ornament to the throne, and an 
honour to human nature ? Have not ſome per- 
ſons wickedly and falſely traduced the characters, 
and impugned the title of princes, who, to ſay 
the leaſt of them, were not inferior to any mo- 
narchs that ever ſwayed our ſceptre? Have they 
not attempted to draw a foul and black veil of 
1 obſcurity over the native country and family of 
Li our preſent Royal Houſe ; tho? the one is ſo po- 
IL tent as to lend a conſiderable body of troops for 

our defence, and the other as illuſtrious as any 
in Europe? Nay, have they not deſcended to 

the vileſt ribaldry and moſt virulent ſcurrility, 

without regard to truth, rank, or common de- 

cency ? However, as men's eyes are now. ſo | 

much opened; and as it would be beneath the £2 

dignity of this place, we forbear to recite. any 

particular inſtances : far be it from us to blazon 

thoſe flagitious ſpeeches, which the maleyolence 

of rancor hath heretofore ſuggeſted, and which 
ſome have lived to recollect with great compunc- 

tion! Let thoſe foul calumnies, which -ought 

never to have been born, be buried in the grave b 

of oblivion, and the tongue of ſlander be bound « 

up in everlaſting ſilence ! On the contrary ; \ 
| let 


68) 
let no becoming teſtimonies of our loyalty ang 
dutiful regard be wanting to our moſt excellent 
Monarch: tho' we abhor the incenſe of idolatry, 
and deteſt the fawning adulations of flattery; yet 
we ought never to be aſhamed of publicly avow- 
ing our gratitude and attachment to the BesT of 
Princes, or of expreſſing our moſt dutiful and | 
affectionate regards to the FaTHER of our coun- F 
try: to conceal that amiable idea, which we ſq * 
juſtly entertain of our monarch's equity, good- i 
neſs and benevolence, would be unjuſt, ungrate- 1 

ful and puſillanimous. | 


III. Wr may remark, that the life of princes 

hath been uſually eſteemed a matter of great im- 
portance to the public; eſpecially the life of ſuch | 
as were good princes : this may be ſuppoſed to 
be one reaſon, upon which the compliment in 
the text is grounded, 
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Txrost muſt have been bad ſovereigns indeed, 
Whoſe death created no concern in the hearts of 
their ſurviving ſubjects: princes have ſo many 
opportunities of ſignalizing their juſtice and hu- 
manity ; they have ſo much power, to prevent or 
alleviate public calamities—to diffuſe happineſs 12 
amongſt their ſubjects and to do the moſt im- 4 
portant ſervices to mankind; that hey muſt have 
been deſtitute both of virtue and ability, who 
have died, in that exalted ſtation, unlamented. 
Of what ineſtimable worth and value good 


PTD are, and how greatly they have been 
| eſteemed, 


woo 
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" eſteemed, we find in the Scripture-hiſtory, When 


Jos1aH ſlept with his fathers, a Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem mourned for JosIan : and Jeremiah lamented 
for Jostan'; and all the finging men and the ſinging 
women {pake of Jos1Aan in their lamentations to this 
day, and made them an ordinance in Iſrael. We read 
alſo, that all Judah and Jeruſalem did honor to 
HEZEKIAH at his death, by mourning for him: 
and when David propoſed to go in perſon, to 
quell the rebellion, and engage the troops of his 
ſon Abſalom, his friends reſtrained him by al- 
leging the imprudence of his purpoſe ; for, ſay 
they, thou art worth ten thouſand of us. 


Tur lives of good princes are always of great 
value to their ſubjects; but never was the life of 
any one prince, of more importance to the wel- 
fare of theſe kingdoms, than the life of our be- 
loved Sovereign at this preſent junE&ture. What 
a dreadful ſtroke to the intereſts of Britain !—-- 
But I forbear to excite Your apprehenſions, and 
my own; and decline the deſcription of a ſcene, 
that would rend our hearts with grief, and inſpire 
our enemies with courage and hope. May 
Heaven avert our fears, and guard our land from 
ſo fatal a cataſtrophe! Had it been poſſible for 
us not to have felt our national happineſs z or had 
we not ſet a Juſt value on that ſacred life, in which 
our hopes, under GOD, do centre; yet our ene- 
mies have made us more ſenſible of our public fe- 
licity, and have taught us of what ineſtimable 

B worth, 


610) 
worth, the life of our Monarch is, to our con- 
tinued ſafety and welfare. 


IV. We may remark the lawfulneſs of com- 
plying with the civil forms of ſalutation and 
complaiſance, which cuſtom hath eſtabliſned in 
polite nations. 


Tut words of the text were a common form of 
falutation in the courts of the Eaſt, whenever 
perſons were introduced into the royal preſence; 
as appears from ſeveral parts of the ſacred hiſtory. 
Nehemiah being made cup-bearer to Artaxerxes, 


and having appeared ſorrowful in the King's pre- 


ſence; the Monarch ſaid unto him, why is thy 
countenance ſad, ſeeing thou art not ick? This is 
nothing elſe but ſorrow of heart. Then Nehemiah 
toas ſore afraid, and ſaid unto the King, Let the 
«King live for ever.” When David had pro- 
miſled Bathſheba, that her /n Solomon ſhould reign 
after him, and fit upon the throne in his ſtead ; - ſhe 
bowed her face to the earth, and did reverence to 
the King, and ſaid, ** Let my Lord King David live 
for ever: and in this book of Daniel, it is 
made uſe of,” in the ſecond and third chapters, 
by the Chaldeans ; in the fifth, by the Queen; 
and 3 in the ſixth, by the preſidents and princes of 
the kingdom, as well as by the prophet Daniel 
in the text. This expreſſion, therefore, was the 
cuſtomary beginning of their addreſs to a crowned 
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head, juſt as, Cod ſave the King is the uſval end 
of our proclamations. 


Tram a compliance with ſuch forms of civi- 
lity is lawful and becoming, may, I think, be 
fairly inferred from the inſtances alleged : for 
tho? the practice of the Chaldeans, Babylonians, 
the princes of Media, or of Bathſheba, will not 
be admitted as any precedent; yet the concurring 
example of two ſuch eminent perſons as Daniel 
and Nehemiah, will juſtify the uſage of eſtabliſhed 
forms of civility and complaiſance. 


THr1s remark indeed had been needleſs, had 
not aſmall party of Chriſtians diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, by refuſing the common modes of civility 
and expreſſion, tho* they are made uſe of by 
men of as much wiſdom, religion and conſcience 
as themſelves : neither ſhould we have mentioned 
this, but becauſe we apprehend, that a rejection 
of the innocent cuſtoms and harmleſs civilities of 
mankind gives /ome a diſguſt againſt all religion, 
and cauſes them to look upon it as nothing but 
ſour formality and ill-manner'd grimace. This 
reflection falls equally heavy upon thoſe perſons 
of all parties, who repreſent religion in a gloomy, 
forbidding light—who affect a ſullen ſevere au- 
ſterity of conduct, and ruſticity of manners, and 
are ſtrangers to the amiable ornaments of cour- 
teouſneſs and affability. , 
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Tou will now think it high time for us to il- 
luſtrate the rational meaning and import of the 
compliment in the text. Such eſtabliſhed forms 
of ſalutation are commonly built upon ſome 
important truth: and it is here preſumed, that 
health long life and proſperity are the principal 
bleſſings of the preſent ſtate; and therefore they 
were compendiouſſy wrapt up in the royal ſalu- 
tations of antiquity; as tho' it had been ſaid, 
* May theſe ſignal favors attend your Royal 
5 perſon! May your reign be long and pro- 
„ ſperous !” 


Wrrnour health, thete can be no enjoyment 
either to the prince or the peaſant : even royal 
delicacies and the moſt fplendid entertainments 
grow inſipid, if not nauſeous ; and life itſelf 
ſometimes becomes a burden, When the nights 
are weariſome to the watchful invalid, and the 
glaring light of day is painful to the feeble 
organs of ſight——when defire fails, and ap- 
petite ſickens at the approach of food when 
fainting languors enfeeble the active powers, and 
the animal ſpirits are depreſſed when the plea- 
ſing intercourſes of life are interrupted, and the 


ſocial offices thereof in a great meaſure ſuſpended 


how valuable does health appear to monarchs, 
as well as others? how much to be deſired and 
wiſhed for, both upon their own and their ſub- 
jects account? eſpecially as the fate of nations 

is 
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is ſometimes ſo apparently ſuſpended upon the 
life of their princes. 


Ir health be granted, the next wiſh is for pro- 
ſperity; for the former, without a ſuitable por- 
tion of the latter, would but expoſe men to a 
fonger ſeries of diſtreſſes : princes eſpecially 
would be miſerable, if their ſchemes were con- 
tiaually unſucceſsful, and their adminiſtration 
unfortunate z this would make them unhappy in 
themſelves, and deprive them of their people's 
affections. Nothing could touch the heart of a 
generous prince with deeper concern, than to per- 
ceive the number of his ſubjects continually 
leſſening ; their commerce and wealth decreaſing; 
their influence and power decaying z and the re- 
putation of his own government, and the figure 
of his people, diminiſhing in the eyes of the 
ſurrounding nations, A wiſe and good King 
will, therefore, ſeek nothing with more ardor, 
than the proſperity of his kingdoms; in which 
perſuit, he ought to be ſeconded by the hearty 
wiſhes of all, 


Ir health and proſperity be united, they 
heighten the value of life, and enhance our de- 
fire of its continuance, Old- age hath been ac- 
counted honorable in moſt nations; and was one 
of thoſe rewards, which GOD annexed to the 


obſervance of the Moſaic law: and when Kings 


become a public bleſſing, like the ſun, diffuſing 


the 
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the rays of Goodneſs to all around, chearing the 
hearts and protecting the properties of their 
people; what can be more deſirable than that 
they may live to be full of days, and attain to a 


good old-age? That princes, who conſult the 


felicity of their ſubjects, and make the public 
happineſs the grand object of their adminiſtra- 
tion, may long fit upon their reſpective thrones, 
is ſo benevolent a deſire, that it may be devoutly 
* by all mankind. 


Tus plain import of the words then is; 
e May the King enjoy long life, health and 
«« proſperity ! May health attend him, that he 
% may ſuſtain the toils of empire and the labors 
* of his Royal Function! May proſperity ra- 


e tify his meaſures for the public good, and 


* crown his laudable undertakings with abun- 
* dant ſucceſs! May his life be long protracted 
* for his own perſonal happineſs, and the feli- 
ce city of his ſubjects! Such wiſhes as theſe, 
when compriſed in the compendious and expreſ- 
five language of the Eaſt, could not well be de- 
livered in more emphatical terms than, O Kins, 
LIVE FOR EVER | | 


Convixcer, O my friends, of Your ſteady 
attachment to the liberties of your country, and 
(to your honor be it ſpoken) of your undif- 
ſembled affection to his Majefty's perſon and go- 
vernment; 1 am fully perſuaded of your readi- 


neſs, 
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neſs, tho? diſtant from the Rovyar PxzseNcCt, to 
adopt the ſentiment of the Prophet, and to ap- 
ply it with me to our own MosT Gractovs 
Monarcn; ſaying, in the ſincerity of our hearts, 
O Kino, LIVE FOR EVER | 


Ir we are indulged in the liberty of making 
this application of the words, we may then con- 
ſider them,—as denoting our approbation of his 
Majeſty's paſt government as expreſſing our ar- 
dent deſires for its long continuance, and for his 
perſonal happineſs and proſperity and alſo, as 
declaring our determined reſolution, to ſupport, 
as far as we are able, his Majeſty's government; 
and to defend his perſon and crown againſt all 
the attempts of his and our enemies, 


I. As intimating our approbation of his paſt 
government. Sep 


* O KinG! we acknowledge the wiſdom of 

* Thy meaſures, and Thy ſteady perſuit of the 
< public. good: with gratitude, we own Thy 
* ſacred regard to the adminiſtrations of public 
« juſtice, which Thou haſt ſo happily tempered 
e with mildneſs and clemency ; with pleaſure; 
t ve diſcern Thine unwearied application to the 
* momentous duties of Thy Royal Office, and 
„Thy tender concern for the welfare of Thy 
< ſubjects. Animated by the exalted view. of 
£6 rendering Thy people happy, Thou conſtantly 
| « ſuſtaineſt 
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« ſaſtaineſt the toils of empire and all the fa- 
<« tigues of government, without ever neglecting 
„ the Godlike employment: Thy watchful 
* hours give reſt and ſafety to Thy rejoicing 
* ſubjefts, who dwell ſecure under the peaceful 
&* ſhade of thy protection. While the mad am- 
edition of other princes and their miniſtry 
« ſcatters the plagues of Pandora's box all 
around, and deals out dreadfu] portions of 
* miſery and deſtruction to the aſtoniſhed na- 
« tions; Thou art the IMaoz of GOD, the 
„ VICE-GERENT of Heaven, the FATHER of 
* thy people, the DARLING of thy ſubjects, the 
© GLoxry and DELIiciT of theſe happy king- 
** doms. 


« Unvzs Thy protection and authority, O 
* moſt Auguſt Prince! trade hath flouriſhed, 
* commerce hath lift up its head on high, and 
e the public intereſt of theſe nations hath pro- 
« ſpered. Our properties have been ſecure, and 
© our liberties inviolably ſacred : we have eaten 
* the fruits of our labor, and have peaceably 
enjoyed the effects of our induſtry : The voice 
of oppreſſion and the cry of violence have 
„not been heard in our ſtreets; but juſtice (if- 
„ ſuing forth from Thy throne) hath run down 
them in a / free current, and righteouſneſs in a 
* mighty ſtream : No illegal taxes have been de- 
«© manded from us; neither have we been tor- 
" A by unjuſt fines or grievous impriſon- 
— ments: 
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& ments: No innocent blood hath ſtained Thy 
% equitable government; nor have any arbi- 
<« fraryexertions of Thy prerogative ever alarmed 
the fears of Thy people, or tarniſhed the glo- 


« ries os Thy reign.” 


* 


hs Uxpzn Thee, O renowned guardian of 
« Liberty ! our religious privileges have been 
© preſerved inviolate ; and every attempt to in- 
* fringe them, hath been duly diſcountenanced. 


„ Thro' the | grandeur of Thy ſoul, Thou 


1 ſcorneſt to fetter the conſciences of men, or 
to put a reſtraint upon their religious prin- 
C ciples : ſecure under Thy protection, we wor- 
« SHIP GOD IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; in 
© that way which, we believe, is moſt conſo- 
„ nant to his word, and moſt ſuitable to his 
<< nature: we meet together with ſafety and 
« boldneſs in the houſe of GOD, and ſo- 
<« Jemnize the public offices of divine worſhip 
<« without fear. How happy are we under Thy 
<* -moſt equal adminiſtration, above what any of 
<* our forefathers were in their days? With our 
hearts full fraught with gratitude, we admire 
Thy Royal virtues; we applaud Thy govern- 
* ment; we rejoice that G O D hath appointed 
Thee to be Ruler over us.” 


BrtrTuren, I ſpeak my ſentiments with free- 
dom; a liberty which Lou have never refuſed 


me, nor found fault with. I think it a peculiar 
8 10 felicity, 


| (18) 

ſee, and for which I often bleſs GOD, that 
it was my lot to be born in theſe kingdoms, 
under ſo happy a period of government; and 
that all my moral life, wherein I was capable of 
reflecting upon my advantages and enjoyments, 
hath been ſpent under the moſt Auspierous 
Rriex or GEORGE THE SzconD; and I am 
much. miſtaken, if many of You do not enter- 
tain the ſame ſentiments. As far as I can re- 
collect the moſt celebrated reigns, that are re- 
corded either in ſacred or profane hiſtory, and 
am capable of judging concerning them; I 
believe that no nation upon the face of the earth 
was ever ſo happy i in all reſpects as his Majeſty's 
ſubjects: We have been ſo conſtantly happy,. 
that we know not what. it is to be otherwiſe; 
and are ready to look upon it as the courſe of 
nature, rather than as the effect of a wiſe mild 
and free government. Pleaſed with what is 
paſt, we of courſe deſire its farther duration: 
O KinG, LIVE FOR EVER! Which words we 
may conſider, 


II. As denoting our ardent deſire of the long 
continuance of his Majeſty's government and 
perſonal happineſs. 


As we cannot but feel our own felicity, unleſs 
we are ſtupidly inſenſible, ſo it is natural to 
wiſh tor the continuance of it; and as the means 
thereof, that the faculties of our Goop KINO 

may 
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may be preſerved ſound and entire; that His 
days may be multiplied, and the number of His 
years prolonged according to the neceſſity of 
theſe lands; and that he may late, late be tran- 
ſlated from his earthly throne to a diadem of 
righteouſneſs and a crown of immortality. 
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&« O BxrLovep Prince! How much real glory 
haſt Thou acquired, by erecting a throne in 
the hearts of Thy ſubjects? There Thou 
reigneſt unrivalled beyond any of thy prede- 
ceſſors. No monarch that ever ſat upon Thy 
throne, was more beloved by his people ; nor 
was the life of any prince more ardently de- 
fired by his ſubjects. May ten thouſand bleſ- 
ſings be poured down upon Thy ſacred head! 
Mayeſt Thou enjoy all the ſweets of inward 
tranquillity—all the entertainments of the ſo- 
cial hour—all the exalted honours due to Thy 
Royal dignity—and, in one word, all the fe- 
licity, that the warmeſt gratitude of Thy 
people can prompt them to wiſh Thee. We 
have conſtantly experienced Thy paternal care 
over us, and we daily feel the happy fruits of 
Thy uniform attention to our welfare : Thou 


haſt always ſhewn Thyſelf to be ſincerely de- 
firous to make us a happy and flouriſhing na- 


tion: in return, how ſollicitous ſhould we be 
to render Thy government eaſy, and the fa- 
tigues of royalty as light as poſſible? And 
couldſt Thou, O King! diſcern our hearts 

C 2 « and 


— 
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es and count the ſums of gratitude SL in 
* thoſe treaſuries for Thee our Royal Guardian, 
Thou would'ſt not think the treaſure trifling, 
nor the loan too ſmall. May the GOD of 
«© Heaven ſurround Thee with his beſt and 
« richeſt gifts! in anſwer to our ardent wiſhes, 
O Kino, IVI FOR EVER! Were it right, 
at any time, to have taken theſe words in their 
literal ſenſe, it had been done long ago, Where 
our good wiſhes are preſented with ſincerity, 
they will always be ſeconded by a ſuitable con- 
duct; and, therefore, we may uſe theſe words, 


III. As intimating our determined reſolution, 
to exert ourſelves. in ſupport of his Majeſty's 
government, and in defence of His perſon and 
crown, againſt all the attempts of His and our 
enemies. 


Ir we do but one moment reflect upon the 
uniformity of his Majeſty's whole conduct for 


a ſeries of almoſt thirty years, we ſhall be con- 


vinced, that ſuch a reſolution is the moſt rea- 
ſonable ſtep we can take: For which of our 
properties hath He invaded ?. whoſe perſons 
hath He abuſed or illegally impriſoned ?' whoſe 
privileges hath He deſtroyed ? whole liberty hath 
He infringed ? whoſe conſcience hath He perſe- 
cuted ? or whom hath He tyrannized over in 
any civil reſpect? So far from it, that He is 
Himſelf, as his illuftrious Anceſtors were before 
him, 
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him, the true friend of liberty and a ſteady pa- 
tron of the rights of mankind : He hath never 
made the leaſt attempt to overturn, or to diſ- 
penſe with, the laws of the land, but hath made 
them the invariable rule of his government: 

He hath always acted as the Guardian of our 
conſtitution, and as the Defender both of our 


civil and religious privileges: He hath ruled 


over us with the indulgent affection of a tender 


parent, and hath ſtudiouſly ſought our happi- 


neſs, as tho' we had been His children: He 
may juſtly adopt the words of Samuel; Behold 
here I am; witneſs againſk me before the Lord, 
whoſe ox bave I taten? or whoſe aſs have I taken? 
or whom have I defrauded? whom have J op- 
preſſed ? or of whoſe hand have I received any 
bribe to blind mine eyes therewith ? and I will re- 


ſtore it jou: And we have as much reaſon to re- 


ply, as the children of Iſrael ; Thou haſt not de- 
frauded us, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt Thou 
taken ought of any man's hand. 


DuTy and gratitude to our King, love to 
our country, and a becoming regard to private 
intereſt, do all conſpire in demanding from us 
the exertion of our influence at ſo alarming a 
criſis, when our religion and liberties, our lives 
and properties are at ſtake; and are openly 
threatened with deſtruction by our moſt powerful 


and inveterate enemy. All perſons, indeed, can- 
1 - not 


e 
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(22) 
not equally ſignalize themſelves in the common 
cauſe ; but let every one rouſe the Britiſh ſpirit 
within him, and contribute his mite to the pub- 
lic good according to his ſtation and abilities. 


Lx the rich may do it by his weallb. He 
can have but little regard for his country, who 
fumbles at any moderate expences for the pre- 
ſervation of it, or refuſes to diſburſe more than 
what the law demands. What graſs Idolaters 
are they, who ſacrifice, the freedom of Britain 
and the purity of the Chriſtian doctrine, to their 
golden Mammon? I ſhould think one half of 
my ſubſtance, if neceſſity ſo required, well ex- 
pended, to preſerve the other : nay, I would 
freely contribute the whole, rather than ſuſtain 
the loſs: of our religion and liberties ; rather 
than become the ſlave of France or the dupe of 
Rome—indignation riſes in my -breaſt at the 
very thought. May their riches periſh, who 
withhold them, when the public good is droop- 
ing for them! The by and benevolent 
patriot may find various ways of lending aſ- 
ſiſtance to the government, which we have not 
time to ſuggeſt ; nor need we; for where the 
principles of loyalty and patriotiſm do fully 
pollels the heart, they cannot be concealed, but 
will ruſh out to the advantage of the public. 
How glorious an example have many of our 
Nobility and Gentry exhibited in this reſpect! 


May their names be immortalized in the an- 


v7 - 
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nals of Britain, as the parkiors of their coun- 
try, and PILLARS of the throne. 


Tu man of ſenſe and learning, reading and 
experience, may lend aid to the government by 
his converſation. He may be inſtrumental in ſi- 
lencing any remaining murmurs of diſaffection, 
(if ſuch there yet be;) and in ſuppreſſing the 
whiſpers of diſloyalty : he can compare the 
times paſt with thoſe that are preſent, and plainly 
point out the ſuperior felicity which we enjoy : 
he can compare our national privileges (if 
great things may be compared to ſmall) with 
thoſe of the kingdoms around us, and diſplay 
the prodigious difference that there is betwixt 
them. To the fordid Miſer or the ignorant 
Peaſant, who repine at our taxes, he can repre- 
ſent, that we are as able to bear ſuch burdens, 


thro? the increaſe of trade and wealth, as our 


anceſtors were to ſupport the expences of their 


day that they are not to be attributed to 
his Majeſty or his Miniſtry, but to the am- 
bition and perfidiouſneſs of our reſtleſs ene- 
mies, who envy our glory, our trade and fe- 
licity— that it is our preſent misfortune to 
live in the neighbourhood of a faithleſs tur- 
bulent and aſpiring nation; juſt as it is the 
e. of many a worthy man to live near 
a. perſon of an abuſive thieviſh and litigious 
temper, who puts him to much incovenience 
and expence. Were our neutraliſts and the 
generation 


624 
generation of grumblers to ſojourn a few years 
in any of the neighbouring nations, they would 
be greatly confounded, I believe, at their re- 
turn, upon recollecting their former behaviour; 
and would be more alert in the ſervice of their 
King and Country, 
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Tus Poor may ſhew their attachment to his 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, by their 
induſtry and perſonal bravery. Their induſtry 
will enable them to bear their ſhare of the 
public expence, by paying for thoſe neceſſary 
articles of life, on the conſumption of which 
the reyenue depends; and will alſo relieve their 
reſpective pariſhes from any additional burden, 
and thereby prompt the inhabitants to pay 4 
their other taxes with the more chearfulneſs 
and alacrity. Their perſonal bravery may like- 'Y 
wiſe greatly contribute to the common weal: | 
for where their circumſtances, their age, their 'Y 
courage and bodily abilities, render them fit, 
it is even a laudable undertaking, at the pre- 
ſent juncture, to ſerve their King and Coun- 
try: they deſerve the thanks of every honeſt 
man who loves our Jeruſalem; their cauſe is 


as good as their encouragement is great - may 
proſperity attend them, and the bleſſing of 
GOD reſt upon them! As for thoſe who 
cannot, .or do not chuſe to offer themſelves, 


yet they may countenance the cauſe amongſt 
others — 


. (25. ) 
others—may encourage a regard for the pub- 
lic, and a zeal for the common ſervice. 


FinALLY, all orders of men may offer up 
their prayers to the SurREME RuLER of the 
world, for the preſervation of his Majeſty's 
perſon, and the proſperity. of his government. 
Nothing .can be expected from thoſe who re- 
fuſe this mite to the public: ſo that we hope 
there are very few of this complexion 
that our Mother-country hath not many ſuch 
unnatural children——and that they are not 
more numerous in proportion, than the mon- 
ſters belonging to the other ſpecies of crea- 
tures. We are firmly perſuaded, that You, 
as becometh loyal ſubjects and good Chri- 
ſtians, will moſt chearfully and fervently pray, 
to THE SOVEREIGN OF THE UNIVERSE, by Whom 
Kings reign——*< That he would guard and 
e preſerve the life of our moſt gracious mo- 
e narch that he would evermore mighti- 
*.ly defend him, and diſappoint the devices 
* of his enemies that he would preſide 
in his councils, and endue his Miniſters 
* with a ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding 
that he would direct them to thoſe 
* meaſures, that will moſt effectually curb the 
ambition and repel the encroachments of 
our adverſaries that he will bleſs our 
** fleets and armaments by ſea and land; and, 
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& if there be occaſion, cover the heads of 
«our countrymen, and grant them victory in 
„ the day of battle——that he who hath the 
«© hearts of all men in his hands, would in- 
< ſpire our enemies with the love of juſtice 
" 100 peace, and 'baniſh from their breaſts 
&* the turbulent and ambitious ſpirit of uni- 
« yerſal monarchy ; that we may dwell at eaſe 
in our poſſeſſions, and lead quiet and peace- 
& able lives in all godlineſs and honeſty, un- 
« der his Majeſty” s moſt auſpicious govern- 
c ment.” 


_ Atoxe with our requeſts, let thankſgiving 
be offered unto GOD for the public bleſ- 
fings we partake' of: Let us adore him 
* for our domeſtic peace and national enjoy- 
% ments; let us be thankful to the GREAT 
% Rl ER, that, in the ſcripture-phraſe, we /it 
© under our own vines and fi trees, peace- 
* ably reaping the happy ſweets of delight- 
* ful tranquillity : Let us celebrate his praiſes, 
* for giving us a prince formed to make 
* mankind happy; who delights in the pro- 


e ſperity of his ſubjects, and rejoices over 


them to do them good; let us magnify 
* his name, that he hath appointed over. us 
* ſo. glorious a Defender. of the Proteſtant 
& faith, ſo inflexible and truſty a Guardian 
of the ſacred and civil liberties of Britain: 
as 


(27) 

« Let our praiſes aſcend to the Armicartr, 
& for the reaſonable proſpect which we have 
of tranſmitting down to our lateſt poſte- 
e rity, under the protection of his Majeſty's 
4 Royal Line, the invaluable privileges which 
* we now enjoy: Let us abound in many thankſ- 
“ givings to the FATHER OF MERCIES,” 


Taar ſuch prayers may be the more con- 
ducive to the good of our country, let them 
be accompanied with the reformation of our 
lives. In this light, virtue is patriotiſm, and 
righteouſneſs is loyalty z; he that lays an evil 
habit kills an enemy, and he that mortifies 
a luſt keeps guard upon our coaſt: whereas 
vice is rebellion, profaneneſs is hatred of our 
country, and immorality is treaſon againſt the 
welfare of the nation. Let each of us then 
in our reſpective ſtations endeavor, by our re- 
ligious conduct, to ſecure the bleſſing and pro- 
tection of Heaven. 


AnD now, Men, Brethren and Fathers, may 
GOD preſerve theſe kingdoms from foreign 


invaſions and domeſtic diviſions! May peace 


prevail throughout all our borders, and plenty 
abound in the midſt of our habitations! May 
pure and undefiled religion rule in our hearts, 
and diffuſe its friendly influence over our lives ! 


May immorality decay, profaneneſs vaniſh, and 
D 2 infidelity 
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infidelity give up the ghoſt! May dur mo- 
ral rights and ſpiritual privileges never be in- 
vaded by the hand of violence, nor be for- 
feited by any miſconduct of our own! May 
the preſervation of our civil liberties be the 
care of GOD, and this land ever be the ſeat 
of freedom! May our trade proſper, and our 
commerce flouriſh! May the poor be indu- 
ſtrious, contented, and ſupplied with bread | 
May the men of wealth approve themſelves 
worthy of their fortunes, by their wiſe loyal 
and charitable application of them! May the 
ſons of genius and learning employ their ta- 
lents, in advancing the intereſt dignity and 
happineſs of human nature! May the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel be cloathed with ſalvation, 
and be examples -to their flocks! May the 
magiſtrates of the land, by the goodneſs of 
their own examples, and a faithful execution 
of ſound and wholſome laws, be a terror to 
evil doers and a protection to them that do 
well! May the Gentry and Nobility be or- 
naments to their ſtation, pillars to the throne, 
and promoters of the common weal! May 
the Miniſters of ſtate be wiſe in. their mea- 
ſures, frugal in their expences, unanimous in 
their intentions, and ſteady in their perſuits 
of the public welfare! May his Royal High- 


neſs the Dux Rx or CuMBeRLanD, Captain Ge- 


neral» of his Majeſty's forces, the deliverer of 
| his 


(29) 
his country, be indued with conſummate fill 
in the arts of war, and be poſſeſſed of every 
military accompliſhment! May her Royal High- 
neſs the Pr1Ncess oH Wares, who is the glory 
of her ſex and does honor to her rank, be 
ſucceſsful in forming the tender minds of her 
Royal Progeny (the ornaments and the joy 
of Britain) to patriotiſm, virtue and religion! 
May his Royal Highneſs the PRINCE or 
WaLEs inherit all the excellencies of his il- 
luſtrious Progenitors ! May his youthful breaſt 
be fired with an emulation of his Royal Grand- 
fire's virtues! In our Royal Heir may the 
principles of wiſdom, juſtice, mercy and li- 
berty, for ever flouriſh and appear conſpicuous ! 
May he imbibe every manly patriot ſentiment 
of ſoul; that as he is the hope of this, he 
may impart happineſs to the ſucceeding age! 
May his Sacred MajtsTY Kine GEORGE 
fruſtrate all the attempts of his enemies, and 
long enjoy the honors of his crown and the 
hearts of his ſubjects! May the throne be 
eſtabliſhed for ever in his family! May his 
Royal Line never fail, nor a pious proteſtant 
prince of his Illuſtrious Houſe be wanting while 
time. and ages do endure! May all his De- 
ſcendants ſucceed him in his virtues, and copy 
afrer the godlike pattern of government which 
he hath ſet before them! For my country's 


fake, once more will I repeat it diſtaut, far 
diſtant 
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diftant be the day that removes him from the 
throne of Britain, tho' it be to a more ex- 
alted and reſplendent crown! In the mean time, 
we will rejoice under his government, and will 


O KING, Lives For ves! 
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